No Time Like The Present (Book Two) Synopsis

NOTE: this document contains the PLOT and as such will SPOIL the story if you intend to read book two at some point.

The story begins in early December, with the murder of local businessman Alistair Campion, stabbed to death in his boardroom.

Dan arrives for a meeting with Campion and is intercepted by Alice, Campion’s PA, who tells him about the murder, which the police initially don’t treat as such. Dan has been in Dubai visiting Andy and setting up a contract between Campion’s and the contractor Andy works for.

The police open a murder investigation and arrest James Brown; a fisherman identifies him as the man who took his knife - the murder weapon. It is later revealed James was one of many juvenile offenders that Campion helped set on the right path. James is adamant that he is innocent.

Meanwhile, Josh’s old university housemate, Sean Tierney, has cajoled him into teaching on his counselling diploma course. George is enrolled on this course, and befriends Sophie, Sean’s girlfriend. On the day that Sean doesn’t turn up to take the lecture, Sophie goes to his house and finds it deserted, other than for Sean’s cat, who doesn’t like her. She calls George for help, and he persuades Josh to take him, and then again to help the next day, when Sophie discovers that Sean is in hospital following a paracetomol overdose.

Andy resigns from his job in Dubai and returns to the UK without telling anyone his plans, which involve setting up in business with Dan as a logistics company. Jess is angry with him for letting her down, until he tells her the truth. He and Dan go to Campion’s to meet with the board, now chaired by Bill Meyer, with his son Jason taking up the post of deputy chair. During the meeting, Campion’s is set on fire. No-one is killed, although Alice is trapped in the fire and is only found later.

Jason is Krissi’s best friend from school, and with Kris still mentally unwell, she and Jason decide to get a flat together. Kris is staying at George’s house for most of the time, as he is having an affair. When he comes clean to Shaun, the two decide to continue sharing their house, as they are still friends.

Alice starts work for Dan and Adele as a nanny to little Shaunna. Dan has also offered to help Alice find out what happened to Campion. At the same time, Josh and George have agreed to help James clear his name. These two lines of inquiry converge when Sean tells Josh the same thing as Dan’s friend DI Hartley tells him: that Alice and Campion had an affair and Alice gave birth to a son.

James’s three-year-old son Oliver comes to visit, and James proposes to Eleanor. They have a misunderstanding, but eventually Eleanor says yes. James takes his son home to Birmingham and on his return, they are celebrating with a bottle of Champagne when someone repeatedly calls the house, then comes to the door. At the same time, Josh and Sean are resolving some of their long-standing differences in the Students’ Union bar, when James calls Josh and asks for his help. Eleanor is being held at knifepoint in a car outside. Her kidnapper is her ex-husband, Kevin Callaghan, who appears to be delusional and confesses to murdering Campion and poisoning Sean in an attempt to get Eleanor back.

The story ends with the revelation that Jason is Alice’s son, and that she has concealed evidence to protect him. Josh asks George if he would like to share the house, and Eleanor tells James she is pregnant.

